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WELCOME

ABOUT THE LEADERS
OF AFRICA INSTITUTE

Bridging inquiry and creativity
is the future of development

research and advocacy

The Leaders of Africa

Institute is a special

institution with a

distinctly international

community and a

personal approach to

teaching and learning.
The Leaders of Africa Institute (LoAI) is a
special and life-changing place to upskill,
engage in international networking, build
personal and collaborative relationships
with professors, and amplify one’s voice
in research, academia, international
development, and business. LoAI
provides Scholars & Fellows with the
tools and platform to creatively
transform knowledge production and
society.

There are many things that make LoAI
unique. We value personal relationships
and collaboration, creativity and
experimentation, rigor, engagement, and
a mission-driven approach to skills,
knowledge, and career development.

We cultivate well-rounded faculty
members, graduate students, civil
society, government, entrepreneurial, and
emerging professionals. Everyone at the
LoAI is bound by the highest standards
of ethical thought leadership enshrined in
our Leaders of Africa Pledge and Leaders
of Africa Institute Honor Code. To learn
more about our values, kindly visit:
https://www.institute.leadersofafrica.org/
about/

We encourage you to explore the
ongoing and future programming at LoAI
and the Leaders of Africa. We also invite
you to reach out to us at
institute@leadersofafrica.org, so that we
may match your interests with your
program offerings. |     1
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Knowledge
Production and
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the Good

https://www.institute.leadersofafrica.org/about/
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RESEARCH METHODS PROGRAM

RESEARCH METHODS
PROGRAM 2023

The Research Methods Program is the flagship
program of the Leaders of Africa Institute. To date,
we have welcomed over 300 Scholars and Fellows
over the course of five years. The Research Methods
Program offers personalized mentorship, rigor and
advanced methodological skills, and a supportive
international research community. The program is
open to all fields from public health to social science
and is in a live virtual format accessible anywhere. 

We invite you to learn about the program and our
Scholars and consider whether this just might be the
opportunity to further your research career and
answer the call to address some of the most
pressing health, political, economic, social, and
development questions. Our international and
multidisciplinary research community stands ready
to support each other and lead.

Click below to access the program page
(https://www.institute.leadersofafrica.org/program/re
search-methods-program/):
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CONFRONTING CHALLENGES
WITH IMPACT RESEARCH

Disruptions to global food and energy systems,
economic instability, increasing burdens on public
health systems, education achievement gaps, the
acceleration of climate change, persistent political
polarization, and conflict are just some of the
challenges we face in 2023. Any local or global
solution requires advanced research and engaged
researchers who seek to make an impact. This year
the Research Methods Program celebrates the
importance of designing, conducting, and translating
research into social impact. Researchers are called
to extend the scope of their work and become
influencers in local and global communities. Shaping
our world for the better begins with producing
cutting-edge research and crafting innovative
solutions to existing and real challenges.

ABOUT RMP 2023

BENEFITS

IMPORTANT DATES & INFO

Research Design
Advanced Quantitative Methods
Survey Research, Advanced Techniques, and
Design Thinking
Personal meetings with professors, followed by a
workshop series

Applications Deadline: April 10, 2023

Program Dates: April 2023 - August 2023 with
continuing mentorship through April 2024

Program Format: Live Virtual Cloud Classroom (~3
hours per week) for four months that include three
separate courses:

Official Leaders of Africa Certificate

Professional Portfolio with Capstone, including an
Impact Project

Transcript with Qualifications (If Required)

Reference Letter (If Required)

PROGRAM 
PAGE

https://www.institute.leadersofafrica.org/program/research-methods-program/
https://www.institute.leadersofafrica.org/program/research-methods-program/


RESEARCH METHODS
PROGRAM 2023 SKILLS

At the beginning of the program, you propose a
research agenda and pursue it over the course of
the program. You will gather original data and use
advanced tools for analysis. The purpose is to
craft one analytical blog post, a rigorous
publication, and an impact project that will
engage the broader public in your research. The
Research Methods Program puts an emphasis on
translating research into social impact and
sustainable ventures. Select projects will receive
additional support in the Institute's Research
Accelerator.
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OPPORTUNITIES TO
LEARN ADVANCED
METHODS & TOOLS

The Research Methods Program provides cutting-
edge training in research methods, including
qualitative and quantitative data gathering and
analysis. We encourage feasible community-
based research designs that allow the researcher
to work with one’s community to facilitate
evidence gathering. This approach lowers the
barriers to extensive research and democratizes
scholarship. We cover (1) crafting research
questions and framing research, (2) mixed-
methods research designs, including qualitative
fieldwork methods and quantitative frameworks,
(3) case study and observation selection
techniques, (4) data analysis and visualization in R
and Python statistical software, (5) survey design
and implementation, (6) the use and analysis of
major public opinion survey data, including the
Afrobarometer, (7) writing for publication, and (8)
design thinking for social impact.

IMPACT SCHOLARSHIPS

The total fee for the program is 7,000 USD. However,
every accepted applicant receives an Impact
Scholarship worth approximately 6,800 USD. This
leaves only a small fee of 200 - 300 USD for most
accepted applicants.

AN EMPHASIS ON
YOUR RESEARCH

The program offers career-long mentoring and a
personalized relationship with instructors. The
program also offers a framework for international
networking and building research relationships
that span the globe.

PERSONAL
MENTORSHIP

Conducting impactful research requires
substantial technical and outreach support. The
LoA Research & Innovation Lab, Media Lab, and
Tech Lab provide support to you to help your
research and impact project be successful.

ACCESS TO LOA
RESOURCES

The Research Methods Program is taught at the
Master’s, PhD, and Post-PhD level, with many
Scholars using the program to supplement
ongoing graduate work or as a stepping stone for
advanced studies. The program also supports
faculty with research and offers support for
career advancement. Scholars have received
opportunities and contracts related to their
research methods training. Our faculty support
Scholars with finding opportunities.

PREPARATION FOR
GRANTS AND
OPPORTUNITIES

In select cases, Research Methods Scholars have
the opportunity to participate in research
collaborations and projects with major
international institutions through the Institute's
Research Exchange.

ATTACHMENTS &
COLLABORATION

RESEARCH METHODS PROGRAM

https://www.institute.leadersofafrica.org/impact-scholarships/


INSTITUTE SCHOLARS

INTRODUCING OUR
SCHOLARS PAST & PRESENT
We have welcomed Scholars and Fellows from over thirty countries and provided over 500,000 USD worth in Impact
Scholarships. Learn more about our Scholars and Fellows by viewing the Research Methods Program 2022 Directory at
https://bit.ly/ResearchMethods2022Directory or at institute.leadersofafrica.org/scholars-fellows. We present some of
the many impactful research leaders from Research Methods Programs past and present. 
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FEATURED

ELEANOR DUNEE

I am an architect interested in environmental
architecture, sustainability, and ecological restoration.
I am currently pursuing a PhD in Landscape Studies,
and my research involves reclaiming lands degraded
through laterite soil excavation. The project leverages
remote sensing data to monitor the extent of the
environmental impact and identify approaches for
more environmentally sustainable methods of
development.

GHANA, RMP 2022 ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

ROLAND MADY

I am a public health researcher at Johns Hopkins
University and formerly a statistician engineer from
Ecole Nationale Supérieure de Statistique et
d’Economie Appliquée (ENSEA). I have contributed to
the National Council for Nutrition, Feeding, and Early
Childhood Development, under the National
Information Platform for Nutrition (NIPN). The project is
a European Union initiative that provides evidence to
support the development of public policies in several
sectors in Côte d’Ivoire.

COTE D'IVOIRE, RMP 2021 NUTRITION &
FOOD SECURITY

STUDENT SUCCESS
& EDUCATION

DR. ETTA MERCY AKI
CAMEROON, RMP 2021

I am a lecturer and Vice Dean for Studies and Student
Affairs at the University of Buea in Cameroon. Through
my research and teaching, I have explored curriculum
development and educational policies required to
promote student academic achievement. My research
interest broadly focuses on educational outcomes,
particularly students’ education, inclusive leadership,
and the effects of educational changes on quality
outcomes.

https://bit.ly/ResearchMethods2022Directory
https://www.institute.leadersofafrica.org/scholars-fellows/


DR. EBELE ONWUCHULUBA

I am a lecturer and a public health researcher at the
University of Lagos, Nigeria. I am passionate about
understanding the socio-cultural, clinical, and
behavioral factors impacting medicine use in chronic
diseases to improve patients’ health outcomes. My
research project aims to investigate the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic on Type 2 Diabetes management
in Nigeria. Data collection includes in-depth interviews,
surveys, and the use of patients’ records. 

NIGERIA, RMP 2022 COMBATTING
DIESASES

INSTITUTE SCHOLARS

SCHOLARS PAST & PRESENT
CON'T
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WOMEN IN
AGRICULTURE

FINANCIAL
INCLUSION

MOREBLESSING MANDITSERA
ZIMBABWE, RMP 2022

I am working to improve household economic
livelihoods to disrupt the HIV/AIDS causal pathway. I
have a keen interest in rural development, financial
inclusion (especially for women), and economic
improvements at the household level. My research
project identifies the barriers to microfinance access
and determines policy approaches to expand access.

SHARON NDANDULA

I am a Result Measurement Consultant with the
International Finance Corporation (IFC). I support
infrastructure advisory projects, particularly renewable
energy and sustainable infrastructure. I ensure that
project outcomes are evidence-based to provide
references for similar future engagements. My
research examines gender inclusion in the agricultural
sector.

ZAMBIA, RMP 2021

Academic excellence and learning
with a personal touch



SUSAN BANDA

I am a physiotherapist and public health professional.
My passion lies in conducting non-communicable
diseases (NCDs) research aimed at improving the
quality of life of people in our communities and finding
solutions aimed at providing the population with direct
access to health care. My research project focuses on
the association between health insurance and
maternal healthcare service utilization among women
in Malawi.

MALAWI, RMP 2022 HEALTHCARE
ACCESS

INSTITUTE SCHOLARS

SCHOLARS PAST & PRESENT
CON'T
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MATERNAL
HEALTH

BENJAMIN BOSOMPIM
GHANA, RMP 2022

I am a research assistant and Institutional Review
Board Administrator at the Navrongo Health Research
Centre. My interest is in maternal, neonatal, and child
health with a focus on reducing maternal mortality and
ensuring accessibility for all pregnant women. My
present research examines the determinants of
maternal mortality and interventions to improve health
outcomes.

WOMEN IN
AGRICULTURE

DR. BASIRA KANKIA LAWAL

I am a pharmacist, working as a lecturer and currently
the Head of the Department of Clinical Pharmacy and
Pharmacy Management at Kaduna State University,
Nigeria. I am passionate about improving pharmacy
education and practice, and building capacity for
research. My research project explores ways that
community pharmacies could be integrated and
utilized in enhancing the performance of primary
healthcare service delivery.

NIGERIA, RMP 2022

Translating research into innovative
solutions



INSTITUTE NETWORK

A GLOBAL NETWORK OF
RESEARCH LEADERS
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Research Methods Program Meetups in 2022, Nairobi, Kenya.

Through the global network of mentors and alumni, the Research Methods Program offers a worldwide network of
research leaders and opportunities for international exposure for research. To date, the Research Methods Program has
welcomed Scholars and Fellows from over 35 countries.



APPLICATION PROCESS

APPLYING TO THE PROGRAM

  |     8

2023 LEADERSOFAFRICA.ORG

APPLICATION MATERIALS

Curriculum vitae/ resume (one PDF of up to 5 MB)
Statement of Interest (1,000 words maximum).
Your Statement of Interest should include:

What are your research, thematic, and
professional interests and relevant
professional background? 
What shaped your interests?
What do you hope to learn from the Research
Methods Program at the Leaders of Africa
Institute?
What are your career goals?
How will the Research Methods Program help
you achieve your career and educational
goals?

To complete the application, you will need the
following materials:

DEADLINE: 
MONDAY, APRIL 10, 2023 AT
12.59 PM UTC

APPLICATION
PORTAL

Application Portal Link:
https://zfrmz.com/21aoeMetmXgME49QnFMQ

The Research Methods Program is open to all fields
and from all countries internationally. If you have any
questions, reach out to the Leaders of Africa
Institute at institute@leadersofafrica.org.

Connect with the Leaders of Africa Institute on social media. Click the social media icon to connect.

LEADERS OF AFRICA @LEADERSAFRICA MESSENGER GROUPS

https://zfrmz.com/21aoeMetmXgME49QnFMQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/leadersafrica/
https://twitter.com/leadersafrica
https://www.facebook.com/leadersafrica/
https://www.instagram.com/leadersafrica/
https://www.t.me/leadersofafrica
https://bit.ly/LoAWhatsApp1
https://discord.gg/RXfke5N
https://zfrmz.com/21aoeMetmXgME49QnFMQ
https://zfrmz.com/21aoeMetmXgME49QnFMQ
https://zfrmz.com/21aoeMetmXgME49QnFMQ
mailto:institute@leadersofafrica.org


PROGRAMS

APPLYING TO MORE
PROGRAMS AT THE INSTITUTE
& BESPOKE PROGRAMS
You are encouraged to apply and join
any LoAI program now and in the
future. We offer programs in data
analytics, research, public policy
analysis, and multimedia production.
More programs are added to ensure
our curriculum meets the needs of
research experts, industry leaders, and
changemakers like you. Scholars and
Fellows receive an Impact Scholarship
that covers nearly all of the costs of
the program. These prestigious
scholarships allow us to make the
programs accessible to all those that
qualify.

Most programs involve a competitive
application process. We have an
Admission Committee that carefully
reviews all applications and selects
prospective Scholars and Fellows with
the best chance of success in the
program. Cohorts are purposely
designed to be a size conducive to
forming relationships with professors
because we feel that this is important
for mentorship and support. Each
program has specific requirements for
the application. To learn more, kindly
visit
https://www.institute.leadersofafrica.o
rg/programs/
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The Institute is
life and career
changing with a
lasting and
immeasurable
impact.
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RESEARCH METHODS
PROGRAM

The Research Methods Program is the
flagship program of LoAI. The program
offers training in advanced quantitative
and qualitative research methods. The
program is open to all fields ranging
from public health to social science.

MULTIMEDIA
CREATION &
PODCAST PROGRAM

Communication for development is a
burgeoning field with podcasts and
video outputs amplifying the voices of
the underrepresented. The program
focuses on advanced multimedia
production techniques. Some original
series crafted in the program are
eligible to join the Disruptive Dev
Radio Network.

PUBLIC POLICY
PROGRAM

The program covers advanced policy
analysis (all forms) and monitoring
and evaluation techniques.

DATA + DESIGN FOR
DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM

Data + Design for Development
Program covers data principles and
skills for advanced visualization, design
skills to craft visually appealing
graphics and dynamic displays of data,
and the application of data storytelling
for international development
purposes.

FEATURED PROGRAMS

BESPOKE
PROGRAMS
LoAI crafts custom institution and
organization-specific programs and
executive seminars that offer bespoke
training and capacity building. Reach
out us at info@leadersofafrica.org to
learn more about how we can design a
program for you.

https://www.institute.leadersofafrica.org/programs/
mailto:info@leadersofafrica.org

